
Sea Turtles 

 

1- Sea turtles face a unique set of challenges. We have four species of sea turtles that 
may be found in New Jersey waters during the summer. Loggerheads are the most 
common, green sea turtles less common, the massive Atlantic leatherbacks ––less 
frequently seen and Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles are the rarest visitors. 

Most of these sea turtles come to New Jersey during the summer months and enjoy the 
warmer waters. Yet when our seasons change and the waters cool, some sea turtles 
may lag behind rather than returning south for warmer waters. These turtles can face 
“cold stunning”. 

In colder waters, sea turtles do not have the capability of warming their own bodies. If a 
turtle is cold stunned, it looks as if it is dead because its heart rate decreases, it 
becomes lethargic, circulation decreases, and it may be in shock or have pneumonia. 

This condition can even result in a common mistake of a passerby or first responder 
believing a turtle is dead, when it is actually just “cold-stunned”. Unless the sea turtle 
clearly looks like it has been dead for a while, it is best to report a stranded turtle to a 
marine mammal and sea turtle stranding hotline. 

To help protect these amazing animals, Pomptonian will participate in the ‘Skip the 
Straw, Save a Sea Turtle” campaign. During the first week of June, plastic straws will 
not be available in the cafeteria.  

 

2-All Sea Turtle species are either Threatened or Endangered and risk the possibility of 
extinction in our lifetime. Only 1 in 10,000 turtles make it too adulthood. They face many 
challenges such as getting caught in fishing lines, habitat destruction, boat strikes, egg 
poaching and marine pollution, especially plastic pollution. One simple way to protect 
Sea Turtles is to reduce the use of plastic in your daily routine.  500 million plastic 
straws are discarded in the US each day. If these plastic straws make it to the sea they 
can cause harm to our oceans.” Skip The Straw Save a Sea Turtle.” 

The sea Turtle Recovery center at the Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange New Jersey 
rehabilitates injured sea turtles. The center uses State of the art aquatic care, medical 
treatment and nutrition and strives to return their patients to the wild. Saving these 
threatened and endangered turtles contributes to the overall population and helps to 
ensure their survival. This is New Jersey’s first long term rehabilitation center for sick 
and injured sea turtles.  

Join the effort to protect these creatures, “Skip the Straw, Save a Sea Turtle” During the 
first week of June plastic straws will not be available in the cafeteria. 

 

 



3-If you see a stranded marine mammal or Sea Turtle this summer do not attempt to 
rescue it. You may do more harm than good. The same goes for animals in danger at 
sea, such as a turtle entangled in fishing nets. DO NOT go all gung-ho by jumping in the 
water in attempt to cut the turtle free, as you are putting the animal and yourself in 
danger. 

Close human interaction will put the already stressed animal in defense mode. Sea 
turtles, such as the leatherback, can weigh more than 1,000 pounds and one thrash of 
their flipper can leave a human severely injured. In addition, a human can just as easily 
become entangled in the netting so it’s best to remain on your boat, safe out of harm’s 
way. 

The best and most helpful thing a witness can do in New Jersey is to immediately call 
the Brigantine Marine Mammal Stranding Center (609-266-0538) or the Sea Turtle 
Recovery Center in West Orange and local police. Provide the following information: 
description of the animal, photograph from a distance, location, and description of any 
injuries. 

Most importantly, do not touch, feed, pour water on, or cover the animal. Try to keep 
people at least 100 feet away and do not touch the animal. This will minimize stressing 
out the animal even more. Stand by until local police is dispatched. From that point on, it 
will be up to the authorities to assess what measures need to be taken based on the 
animal’s needs. You can walk away knowing you did the right thing – and helped the 
animal as much as you could. 

Plastic pollution is a major hazard for Sea Turtles. Make a difference, “Skip the Straw, 
Save a Sea Turtle”. Remember during the first week of June plastic straws will not be 
available in the cafeteria. Try out the paper straws instead.  

 

 

 

 


